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Social Media enables us mass 
communication, the fastest 
growing and the most 
competitive! 
 
The use of social media is a 
proven and successful means 
for businesses to promote 
and advertise their products 
and services but the fast 

evolving world of technology makes it a full time job 
just to keep up, let alone keeping ahead of new 
'fangled' developments. 
 
In the good old days, som eof us still remember, you 
sold your products and services via television or 
printed newspaper/magazine advertising, word of 
mouth and referrals. Services you wanted/needed 
were found through the telephone book or yellow 
pages - only Yell.com exists now. 
 
The web changed everything, there are probably 
more unused defunct web sites on the world wide 
web than in existence! Today the competition for  
position on the first page of google ensures more 
headaches than all the hangovers in the country on 
a sunday morning!  
 
SEO is the top consideration in most peoples minds for 
beating off the competition, however content is really 
KING! 
 
It’s all about relevant content, engaging and 
delivering information concisely and in an interesting 
way to keep the reader on your page. If you are not 
creating videos for online platforms you are missing 
out although you may not like it! 
 
However there are a few other ideas that can help 
raise profile and presence. With a little thought and 
just a little bit more creative talent your on-line image 
or profile can be built using a strong memorable 
branding and good powerful images to attract 
attention and get your message across.   

 
I don't talk to an 'egg', 
even hard boiled! 
 
If you don't have an 'Avatar' or profile 
picture dotted around on several 

forums you really need to get that sorted 
out before reading any further!   
Keep it the same - a professional 
headshot on each social media 
platform, for continuity and so you can 
be recognised - so update your head 
shots so you actually look like who you are TODAY  
(not 25 years ago!)  
 
It’s so much easier to find the right person when the 
picture is easily identifiable. 
 
People want to communicate with a 
'face', a real person not a logo!  
 
Sometimes you can get a way with a logo, cartoon or  
a fictitious image, but the personality has to be big 
and the trust doesn't develop as easily and quickly.  
On a business page it’s better to have a logo and 
build the brand recognition, but if people are buying 
YOU it still may be better to have your image... you 
need to consider how your brand works but that is 
another whole subject. 
 
Facebook, the third biggest country in the world, and 
still the top populated social media platform with 2.7 
billion monthly active users.  
 
Instagram is second, with 1.2 billion monthly users, and 
is still growing with reels and highlights and stories. 
 
Twitter has a short lifespan the number of tweets flows 
fast and furious but a great platform for customer 
service as first point of contact for those who want a 
fast response! 
 
TikTok has 700 million active users per month and is 
growing fast with fun and funny videos of all kinds! 
 
YouTube is now more of a search engine - second 
only to Google of course! Create your personal 
channel and get found fast! 
 
And there are more - Whatsapp is changing from the 
messenger app that we all use (almost all of us) to 
include business and advertising possibilities! 
 
Linkedin ranks under Tumblir and Reddit but before 
Snapchat, for B2B audience it has skyrocketed during 
covid and now allows videos and Stories. 

Essential Graphic Elements 
YOU NEED for Social Media
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What ever platform you use you need to stand out.  
A personal page is great but to promote your business 
it’s so much better to have dedicated 'business' 
pages and ensure you have a suitable graphics and 
banners. 
 
Social media offers a free platform to a huge 
audience, who cant afford to miss that opportunity?  
 
The 'Cover Photo' or ‘Banner’ is the 'headline', the 
initial introduction for your business, the shop front. 
Designed well it portrays you and your business, 
informs and impresses. Advertising in its purest form. 
Create a banner using your logo, your company 
colours and images of your products, you have no 
links for click thru's but information is essential. Easy to 
read and tasteful, not in your face and packed from 
edge to edge with sales jargon.  
 
Facebook advertising is geared to the reader, 
targeted by very clever algorithms. It’s huge! Used in 
the right way Facebook advertising generates huge 
revenue and awareness. Make your ads brand 
compliant and interesting. Take some time out to 
write good content and use relevant images. 
 

Attractive and provoking will be 
memorable. 

 
Banners are important - a consistent theme running 
across all your social media platforms will make all the 
difference to your overall profile. Seeing and 
identifying your business and you will be so much 
easier. However each platform has a different format 
and each banner is a specific size.  And they keep 
changing! 
 
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Instagram, Linkedin, 
Pinterest, all have opportunities to create your own 
branded banners. 
 
Wordpress blogging is a serious 
business, from the  
origins of article blogging it is now 
is one of the most popular bases 
for web design. Easy to use and build and 
versatile. Can be easily upgraded and configured to 
your person needs. If not brave enough to play with 
'code' there are now drag and drop themes. Bespoke 
banners can be uploaded to give your wordpress 
template an unique look and personal identity.  
Design your banners with consistent colours, fonts and 
images, but play with your branding, flexibility is an 
important advantage of good branding, the benefit 
is recognition. 

 Think about your 'mobile' 
banners, they need to be 
optimized for all screens 
with slightly different 
dimension requirements. 
Sometimes there has to 
be a tradeoff on what 
works across all media 
devices 
 
To really enhance your websites and business pages, 
think detail. Widgets, icons and buttons add to the 
overall design and look of the page.  

 
Good design needs to be planned, not 

just thrown together...  
 

Typefaces and colours need to 
be consistent. When creating 
elements for the pages 
consider the shapes you are 
using and how they 
compliment the images or 
the layout. Widgets and 
icons add interest to a page 
and do a 'job' at the same 
time. A 'Click here' button in complimentary 
colours can draw the attention and encourage an 
action to lead the user onto the desired page or 
article. Simple but effective and enhances the 
professionalism of the business. 
 
Finally, a simple and often overlooked opportunity, an 
email or forum signature. A simple but attractive 
branding component that can be as damaging by 
being either overdone or forgotten. Making it too big 
and too detailed, adding too many sales messages 
can cause deletion faster than spam! An email with 
no contact details or blank just gets lost. Used wisely its 
memorable and useful to the recipient, and signs off 
with a positive professional goodbye. 

 
Good graphic design is essential to develop a 
brand that works throughout all media on and off-
line. It doesn't have to be expensive but you get 
what you pay for in most instances. If you do 
anything 'on the cheap' thats what you get. For 
professional results pay a professional, being 
creative is a talent but knowing how to use it 
comes from experience and training. THE DESIGN

The Devil is in the Detail...
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